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Beloved colleagues,  
 
Welcome to Minneapolis for the sixty-seventh annual meeting of the Society of Professors in 
Christian Education!  
 
As we come together each Fall, we acknowledge the calling we have as Christian educators to 
shepherd and enrich the lives of all those who God entrusts to us, unto the fulfillment of the 
Great Commission.  
 
This year in particular, we affirm with humility that our pedagogical task is not merely to 
impart a knowledge of God that leads to a deeper awareness of his truth (though it is not less 
than that!), but also a knowledge of God that compels a deeper motivation to walk in his truth. 
Necessarily then, an intrinsic element of our task is to prepare and equip disciples of Christ to 
leverage every endeavor—every vocation, every calling—of their lives unto the Kingdom.  
 
The 1928 Book of Common Prayer includes this entry, which we may do well to consider as we 
commence: 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who declarest thy glory and showest forth thy handiwork in 
the heavens and in the earth; Deliver us, we beseech thee, in our several callings, from the 
service of mammon, that we may do the work which thou givest us to do, in truth, in beauty, and 
in righteousness, with singleness of heart as thy servants, and to the benefit of our fellow men; 
for the sake of him who came among us as one that serveth, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Our hope and aim is that this conference would serve to focus our motivations and sharpen 
our competencies, that we would be ever more faithful and excellent in serving our students, 
institutions, and congregations. May it be so, for the glory of God alone.  
 
On behalf of the SPCE board, thank you for your presence and investment in this society. We 
are truly grateful for each one of you, and we pray that the next few days will be beneficial and 
edifying for all. Enjoy the conference!  

 
Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast,  

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing  
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. [1 Corinthians 15:56-58] 

  
John David Trentham, Ph.D. 
President 
Society of Professors in Christian Education 
spceonline.org 
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Keynote Speaker 
 

James K. A. Smith is professor of philosophy at 
Calvin College, where he holds the Gary and 
Henrietta Byker Chair in Applied Reformed 
Theology and Worldview. Trained as a 
philosopher with a focus on contemporary 
French thought, Smith has expanded on that 
scholarly platform to become an engaged 
public intellectual and cultural critic. An award-
winning author and widely-traveled speaker, he 
has emerged as a thought leader with a unique 
gift of translation, building bridges between the 
academy, society, and the church. 

The author of a number of influential books, Smith also regularly writes for 
magazines and newspapers such as the Wall Street Journal, the New York 
Times, Slate, First Things, Christianity Today, Books & Culture, and The 
Hedgehog Review. He serves as editor-in-chief of Image journal. 

He and his wife, Deanna, are elementary school (!) sweethearts with four 
children in college. Natives of Stratford, Ontario, they lived in Philadelphia and 
Los Angeles before settling in the Heritage Hill neighborhood of Grand Rapids. 
They are committed urban dwellers who enjoy gardening, travel, wine with 
friends, and curling up on the couch with their maltipoo, Kirby. 
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The 2019 Conference Schedule 

 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2019 
2:00—5:00pm  Registration & Exhibitions Open (Atrium & Ballroom, 4th Floor) 
6:00—8:15pm  Dinner and Plenary Session #1 (Ballroom, 4th Floor) 

Dr. James K.A. Smith, Calvin College 
From Cathedral to City (and Back):  
The Church as an “Imagination Station” for Vocation 

8:15—9:00pm  New Members’ Reception (Birch & Maple Lake, 4th Floor)  
8:15—9:00pm  Visit Exhibitions  
9:00pm  Free Time & Networking 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2019 
7:00—8:00am  Breakfast (on your own) 
8:00—8:15am  Devotion (Ballroom, 4th Floor) 
8:30—9:45am  Current Research Presentations #1 (Breakout Rooms, 8th Floor) 
9:45—10:00am  Break 
10:00—11:15am  Current Research Presentations #2 (Breakout Rooms, 8th Floor) 
11:15—11:30am  Break & Exhibitors Open  
11:30—1:00pm  Lunch and Plenary Session #2  (Ballroom, 4th Floor) 
   Dr. James K.A. Smith, Calvin College 
    Living in the 'Permixtum' of the Earthly City:  

Augustinian Lessons for the Saeculum 
1:00—1:10pm  Break & Exhibitors Open 
1:10—1:45pm  Business Meeting  (Ballroom, 4th Floor) 
1:45—2:00pm  Break & Exhibitors Open 
2:00—3:15pm  Professional Development Sessions #1 (Breakout Rms, 8th Floor) 
3:15—3:30pm  Break & Refreshments 
3:30—4:45pm  Professional Development Sessions #2 (Breakout Rms, 8th Floor) 
4:45—9:00pm  Dinner and Networking On Your Own (Downtown Minneapolis) 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2019 
7:30—8:30am   Breakfast (on your own) 
8:30—9:45am   Special Focus Session on Engaging the Social Sciences (Ballroom) 

   with Kevin Lawson, Laura Barwegan, Donald Guthrie,  
        Rick Langer, Patricia Nason, and John David Trentham 

9:45—10:00am   Break & Exhibitors Open 
10:00—11:15am  Plenary Session #3 (Ballroom, 4th Floor) 

   Panel on Vocation and Table Discussions 
        with Jim Hampton,  
   2019 Graduate Scholarship Award Finalists 

11:15—11:30am – Albuquerque 2020 Conference Preview with Karen Jones 



Marriott City Center Map
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Current Research Presentations 1  

Friday, October 18 @ 8:30-9:45am 

Room: Gray’s Bay 

An Exploration of the Perception of and Experience with Competency-Based 
Theological Education: A Case Study  by Karla McGehee, New Orleans Theological 
Seminary, kmcgehee@nobts.edu 

Postsecondary educational institutions are facing a crossroad, challenged with a 
changing student demographic, a rapidly increasing student debt ratio, and poorly 
prepared graduates. Competency-based education (CBE) continues to gain interest 
among the academy and policyholders, with a hope CBE will respond successfully to 
the challenges. Theological institutions are finding their niche with CBE, referring to 
the educational philosophy as Competency-Based Theological Education CBTE. The 
presentation shares the eight generalizations discovered from an analysis of the 
themes that emerged from a single case study on the perception of and experience 
with CBTE by select senior administrators, faculty, and students. 
 

Does Gilligan Still have a Voice?: Evaluating in a Different Voice for Use in 
Christian Higher Education  by Erin M. Shaw, Cedarville University, 
erinshaw@cedarville.edu 

Psychologist Carol Gilligan was a pioneer in moral developmental theory, as she was 
one of the first to acknowledge the necessity of a woman’s perspective. This paper will 
critically evaluate Gilligan’s moral development theory as presented in In a Different 
Voice for its potential use in Christian higher education. This paper utilizes 
Trentham’s principle of inverse consistency as a precedent to reorient Gilligan’s model 
to one consistent with a Christian worldview. This paper will present points of 
application specific to assisting Christian educators considering the taxonomy of 
“voice.” Additionally, it will discuss implications for educator’s influence on students 
considering abortion. 
 

Room: Wayzata Bay 

I Will Build My Church: Empirical Research Regarding Evangelical 
Institutional Vitality   by Linda Reed, Heritage College & Seminary, 
lreed@heritagecs.edu 

We are told our faith is in spiritual decline, and in specific, that gender roles and 
identity must be carefully readjusted considering our times.  Academic institutions, 
denominations, and churches wonder if we can hold to the Bible as an authoritative 
text for today in our discipleship of men and women. Recent empirical research based 
on ATS and church growth data reveals seminaries and churches holding to distinct 
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gender roles are thriving.  Conservative theology has led to growth in churches and 
seminaries. This seminar encourages us to hold fast to God’s Word in our faith, 
discipleship, calling, and labor with Him.   

Exploration of Experiences and Perceptions Contributing to Christian Women’s 
Vocational Ministry Leadership and Identity Formation in Evangelical 
Churches on the West Coast  by Judy Glanz, Western Seminary, judyg@james-
media.com 

Evangelicals, as followers of Jesus Christ are divided over what the Bible teaches 
about women in church leadership.  This qualitative research explored how this 
conflict in faith and practice might affect adult identity formation of women leaders. 
Interviews revealed factors that impedes or contributes to female leadership adult 
identity formation within evangelical church context on the West Coast, united with 
adult identity formation and gender role stereotypes in leadership domains. Analysis 
revealed contextual factors and vocational challenges that shape women’s identity in 
leadership and identified that women thrive in church leadership through 
implementation of specific external and internal strategies.  

 

Room: Lake Calhoun 

Life in the Fast Lane: Living Out Calling in Christian Higher Education 
Vocation  by Dawn Morton, Ashland Theological Seminary, dmorton@ashland.edu 

Living out one’s calling or vocation can be a fulfilling process in one’s life. How does 
one maintain that calling when higher education leadership is fast-paced and the lane 
is narrow? The terrain is uncertain at times, especially in leadership and 
administration. This presentation suggests that vocational fulfillment comes from a 
deeper level of commitment. The foundation of prayer, integrity, and faithfulness to 
living out the calling even in the fast lane of leadership requires the leader’s attention. 
 

Vocation as the Partnership with the Action of God: James W. Fowler’s 
Understanding on Vocation  by Sungwan Kim, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, happyconductor@gmail.com 

Even as Christians in modern society, many of them have deviated from the holistic 
meaning of their vocation in relation to their faith and role in God’s kingdom. In his 
research, James W. Fowler uncovers the inseparable relationship between faith and 
vocation, and reveals truths about a vocation rooted in faith in God. For him, vocation 
is not simply work but the discovery and pursuit of one’s God-given purpose in life. 
This research on Fowler’s understanding of vocation will lead Christians to 
meaningful insight and beneficial resources in discovering the true, biblical meaning 
of one’s vocation in the kingdom of God. 
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Room: Cook’s Bay 

The Causes, Experiences, and Management of Burnout Among Youth Workers in 
Korean Immigrant Churches in California  by Youngjun Kim, First Korean 
Presbyterian Church of Arkansas, youngjun.kim@biola.edu 

This research explored the factors that contribute to burnout among Korean 
(American) youth workers. Twenty youth workers serving at Korean immigrant 
churches in California participated in in-depth interviews (N=20). Four key themes 
were found, including multi-dimensional contributors to burnout, symptoms of 
burnout, an impact of burnout, and the resolution of burnout. The multi-dimensional 
contributors included conflict with senior pastors, a hierarchical leadership structure 
of the Korean churches, inadequate financial compensation, heavy workloads, an 
unhealthy relationship with God, etc. Based on the findings, this study discussed 
conclusions and implications for helping youth workers deal with a sense of burnout 
adequately and thrive in their ministry. 
 

Teaching to Teach: A Survey of Teaching Preparation for Youth Ministers 
Across the United States  by Michael Severe, Taylor University, mcsevere@taylor.edu 
& Elizabeth Bjorling Poest, StoryFarmers, elizabeth@storyfarmers.org 

Those who train ministers have a high calling to prepare competent teachers. The 
purpose of this research was to explore the philosophy and practice of training youth 
workers to teach. Semi-structured qualitative interviews were conducted with twenty-
four professors from leading universities and seminaries in the United States. The 
study included factors such as modeling, philosophy, integration, and scripture 
engagement as well as the resources used, class time, assignments given, and 
outside-of-classroom required or optional praxis. The study also explored how 
teaching/speaking ability is evaluated as part of coursework and fieldwork. Our 
findings conclude with five “best practice” commendations. 

 

Room: Spring Park Bay 

Revisiting Theological Education for Older Adult Ministry 1994-2018 by Ronnie 
Johnson, Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary, 
ronnie.johnson@bmats.edu 
 
This presentation revisits research conducted 25 years earlier which produced a 
dissertation, Theological Education for Older-Adult Ministry (Johnson, 1994).  Although 
the original study was a classical Delphi, the current research used an online survey 
method to verify original projections as well as suggest projections for 25 years from 
now. This presentation will not only be beneficial to those interested in education for 
older-adult ministry, but will also challenge late-career professors to revisit their own 
earlier research. It also suggests that current researchers consider a plan for future 
follow-up in their research methodology. 
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Research on Thriving in Ministry When Single: A Preliminary Report  by Kevin 
E. Lawson, Talbot School of Theology, Biola University, Kevin.lawson@biola.edu 

Young adults are waiting longer for first marriage and the number of single adults has 
grown significantly over recent decades.  More of those who enter vocational ministry 
are single, yet the church has historically been more comfortable with married staff 
members than single ones.  In today's ministry context, what are the opportunities 
and joys of ministry for those who are single?  What are the challenges that must be 
managed, and how do they manage them?  How can we prepare students well for 
ministry while single?  This preliminary report shares results from four focus groups 
and interviews with over 30 single church staff members. 
 

Room: Lake Nokomis 

Naturalistic or Biblical Worldview of Human Development  by Carol Brown, 
Equipping Minds, Cbrown@equippingminds.com  

A naturalistic view of human development has been prevalent for over 300 years.  
Piaget’s name and theories are renowned and accepted while the names of Comenius 
and Feuerstein are virtually unknown. Feuerstein, and Comenius challenge this view 
and replace it with a biblical view. Educators have come to accept the theories of 
human development embraced by an educational system that discount spirituality 
and have a naturalist worldview. Developmental theories have informed our 
perspectives, expectations, and limitations of learners who have intellectual, 
behavioral, and physical challenges. 
 

Toward a Systematic Christian Anthropology for Discipleship  by Kristina Freed, 
Andrews University, tyrrell@andrews.edu  

This presentation will investigate an interdisciplinary model of Christian anthropology 
as a potential foundation for discipleship, inclusive of appropriate scriptural, 
philosophical, and human development findings embedded in the context of the 
psychology of religious experience. This approach will also explore implications of this 
model with regard to intellectual preparedness for inevitable worldview and meaning-
making model modification, the development of a positive God representation, 
evidence for secure attachment to God, and disciple engagement with the Great 
Commission. 
 

Room: LaFayette Bay 

The Lived Experience of African American Pastors: A Phenomenological Study  
by Jaison K.D. McCall, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
jmccall796@students.sbts.edu  

This study uniquely aims to ascertain how African American pastors, serving 
predominately African American churches, perceive the intersection of race and faith 
has impacted their lived experience.  Furthermore, In the aftermath of prominent 
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instances where black people were killed in confrontations with police, this research 
highlights their personal and pastoral responses.  Related to Christian Education, this 
study informs issues associated with vocational preparation and racial reconciliation 
efforts among Christian schools and ministries.  The appreciation of the experience of 
Black pastors can ultimately aid in understanding the whole being, Black and 
undershepherd, prompting further dialogue surrounding the gospel and social justice. 
 

Gospel-Centered Vocational Education for Effective Evangelism and 
Discipleship in the Majority World  by Athan Shongzan, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, wshongzan249@students.sbts.edu  

This study evaluates the efforts of gospel mission through Christian education in the 
Majority World. Churches and mission organizations have invested largely in 
establishing Christian schools and theological seminaries. While not completely 
discounting the advantages of such institutions, this paper suggests that gospel-
centered vocational training is a better approach for effective evangelism and 
discipleship considering the context. The study considers congregational demography, 
mission schools and seminaries’ limitations, and socio-economic contexts in the 
Majority World to argue for this option. In the effort to bring a meaningful intersection 
of faith and work to biblical missions, a gospel-centered, skill-oriented vocational 
education serves better than traditional schools. 

 

Room: Excelsior Bay 

High Five: The Intersection and Relationship of Faith, Identity, Vocation, 
Empowerment, and Experience by Sarai Baylor, Biola University, Talbot School of 
Theology, saraibaylor@ca.rr.com 

Identity development is a complicated process for Protestant Christian African 
American women, as they seek to define themselves within the intersecting realities of 
race, class, and gender.  Research studies indicate a potentially strong correlation 
between ethnic and racial identity and Protestant Christian African-American women 
and faith in God.  Identity formation in these women reveals a shift toward 
investigation of multiple-identity constructs in order to better understand their unique 
complexities.  Inclusion of vocation in the constructs will increase our understanding 
of these women as significant members of the body of Christ. 
 

Vocation and Adult Discipleship: Pedagogical Intersections for a Way Forward  
by Jerry Bowling, Harding University, jbowling@harding.edu 

Pedagogical practices play a vital role in revitalizing the twin purposes of vocation and 
adult discipleship. Non-traditional pedagogies can assist adult learners with 
questioning earlier beliefs, reframing discipleship values, and increasing their capacity 
to construct new meaning that is vital to creating maturing learning communities. 
This means pedagogy remains a critical research area holding value for Christian 
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educators. This paper focuses on the facilitation of ways that Christian educators 
might engage collaboratively in the vocation of teaching and discipleship needed in 
today’s world. 
 

Room: Lake Harriett 

The Great Omission: Finding Spiritual Meaning in Sacred Spaces  by Jeremiah 
E. Shipp, Piedmont International University, shippj@piedmontu.edu 

Navigating the system of the academy is a challenge for any student, but Black males 
encounter additional barriers that can make the completion of a degree program 
difficult. Research suggests that spirituality can influence students to pursue 
graduate education, but the institutional culture can deter persistence. A quantitative 
study revealed that the retention likelihood is higher for students who believe their life 
has a purpose. The necessity of culturally competent faculty, diverse hiring practices, 
and community partnerships are recommended to increase the retention of Black 
male collegians. 
 

Beauty Will Save the World: The Role of Beauty in Holistic Christian Education  
by Joe Gorman, Northwest Nazarene University, jtgorman@nnu.edu  

This presentation highlights the importance of beauty for “finding God in all things” 
(St. Ignatius of Loyola).  Beauty as curriculum for Christian education is holistic, 
engaging our five senses.  As we look, taste, touch, smell, and listen to the beauty of 
God’s creation, we enter more deeply into the love of God.  The beauty that will indeed 
save the world is the love of God revealed in Christ and expressed in God’s good 
creation.  A Christian theology of beauty has significant implications for Christian 
education and practice:  severing the sacred/secular divide, fostering active creation 
care, and re-visioning evangelism as “beautiful news.” 
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Current Research Presentations 2  

Friday, October 18 @ 10:00-11:15am 

Room: Gray’s Bay 

Oh, the Places They’ll Go! by Dan Haase, Wheaton College, 
Daniel.Haase@wheaton.edu 

For the past twenty years, I have lived in an underclass dorm on the campus of 
Wheaton College where my wife is a Residence Director. This proximity to students, 
along with my course load in Discipleship, Vocational Discernment, and orienting and 
debriefing practica and internships in the CFM department, has served as a context to 
identify the challenges and successes in ministry preparation and calling. Using 
stories from these experiences, my presentation will explore how educators might 
invite students to make wise decisions as they learn to love what God loves and find 
their place in the world. 
 

Secular Students' Perception of Christian Rhetoric: A Phenomenological Study 
by Lauren Sierra, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
lsierra658@students.sbts.edu 

Generation Z (Gen Z) is the most spiritually detached generation in United States 
history with twice as many self-identified atheists as all other generations combined. 
These facts mandate a serious examination of how Christians use the classical 
rhetorical elements revealed in the biblical metanarrative or, more succinctly, 
Christian rhetoric. Although an abundance of literature devoted to the rise of 
secularism in the United States exists, there is minimal research dedicated to how 
Gen-Z secularists perceive Christian rhetoric. Thus, the purpose of this 
phenomenological study was to understand how secular, Gen-Z college students have 
experienced the phenomenon of Christian rhetoric. 

Room: Wayzata Bay 

Cognitive Mediation: The Forgotten Art of Teaching to Transmit Knowledge  
 by Patricia Nason, Southwestern Baptist, Theological Seminary, pnason@swbts.edu  

With the advent of the acceptance of developmental theories, a discovery and 
experiential pedagogical approach to learning has become prevalent in education. 
Teachers (parents, school and church) are encouraged to create meaningful learning 
“experiences” that engage the student. The idea of transmitting knowledge through 
direct instruction is seen as a negative methodological tool. In History of Pedagogy, 
Payne and Compayre write, “If ever a people has demonstrated the power of 
education, it is the people of Israel” (1903, p. 6). What pedagogy did they use that was 
so impactful that it preserved a culture for generation after generation? Lev Vygotsky, 
Shmuel Feuerstein, and Reuven Feuerstein, who were instructed in the Jewish 
tradition, make a case for using mediated instruction to make learning meaningful, 
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memorable, and practical. Remembering takes place in the brain - it is cognitive 
function - but current educational practices villainize the skill of memorization. 

Facilitating Transformation in Online Education: How Adult Learning Theory 
can Shape Online Education Experiences  by Christopher Beard, Lincoln Christian 
University/Johnson University, cbeard@lincolnchristian.edu   
 
Among the unique challenges encountered in the virtual classroom is the development 
of programs and courses that are consistent with institutional goals prioritizing 
student transformation. Research has shown that the principles of adult learning 
theory, specifically the theories of Andragogy and Transformative Learning Theory, 
can be potent components in the transformation of adult learners. This presentation 
will briefly discuss the underlying research and influential principles, and then 
consider practical ways online programs and courses can implement those principles 
to move beyond information transmission to transformation in online educational 
experiences. 
 
 
Room: Lake Calhoun 

Toward a Discipleship Infrasystem: Integrating Communities of Learning, 
Communities of Practice and Communities of Faith  by Randall L. Stone, Earnest 
M. Graham, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, rstone@nobts.edu    

The effectiveness of educational institutions, local congregations, and professional 
organizations operating independently to advance disciple making is in question.  In 
an era of technological advancement, societal shifts, spiritual decline, and educational 
upheaval the integration of different arenas of life is essential. Various environments 
of formal and informal education (communities of learning), the marketplace, home, 
and third spaces (communities of practice), and the church (communities of faith) 
function to serve interdependently and foundationally. The research seeks to define 
the distinct communities, explore the relationship between them and propose 
infrasystems which mutually contribute to personal, professional and spiritual growth 
among participants.   
 

Everyday Discipleship: Faithful Living at Home, Work and in the World  by 
Tammie Grimm, Wesleyan Seminary, tammie.grimm@indwes.edu 

Christian discipleship is a comprehensive lifestyle that synthesizes the sacred and the 
secular. A disciple’s faith, and consequent discipleship, is not in competition with 
one’s vocation, but consistent with calling and labor offered on a daily basis. This 
presentation will explore the role of corporate spiritual formation in the Wesleyan 
tradition and how contemporary Christian disciples can band together in pursuit of 
faithful discipleship. Banded discipleship establishes rhythms and patterns to life and 
find the sacred in the everyday as persons commit their lives to love God and 
neighbor. 
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Room: Cook’s Bay 

Exploring Christian School Administrators’ and Teachers’ Integration of Faith 
and Learning  by Alila Thonger Lorin, Talbot School of Theology, Biola University, 
meren.a.thonger@biola.edu  

This qualitative study carried out in the context of Nagaland, India, shows that at a 
personal level, the teachers and administrators in a Christian school exhibit a sense 
of call, a passion for teaching, and a desire to transform. They also perceived 
Christian schools as Christian, exemplary, missional, and holistic. At the institutional 
level, the study identified certain factors that either encourage or discourage the 
Christian schools in their faith integration. A critical analysis of their practice of 
integration of faith and learning indicates that they were integrating from an 
experiential perspective, but not from a conceptual perspective. 
 

Classical Christian Education and Racial Diversity  by Miranda Webster, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, miranda.r.webster@icloud.com 

Evangelicals, as followers of Jesus Christ are divided over what the Bible teaches 
about women in church leadership.  This qualitative research explored how this 
conflict in faith and practice might affect adult identity formation of women leaders. 
Interviews revealed factors that impedes or contributes to female leadership adult 
identity formation within evangelical church context on the West Coast, united with 
adult identity formation and gender role stereotypes in leadership domains. Analysis 
revealed contextual factors and vocational challenges that shape women’s identity in 
leadership and identified that women thrive in church leadership through 
implementation of specific external and internal strategies. 
 

Room: Spring Park Bay 

Transforming the Discipleship and Prayer Culture in Church Revitalizations   
by Brian Legg, & Dean Clark, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
blegg837@students.sbts.edu, deanclark@bellsouth.net 

Both empirical research and practical experience validate the view that the state of the 
church in America is not encouraging. The majority of churches in the US are in a 
state of decline and in need of revitalization. This presentation summarizes the 
findings of a mixed-methods research project focusing on church revitalization. 
Specifically, we consider how transforming the discipleship culture, leadership 
development culture, and prayer culture contributes to church revitalization. Both 
quantitative data and qualitative interviews with revitalization leaders contribute to 
the findings. Transferable principles for churches seeking to revitalize through these 
three domains will be presented. 
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Transforming the Leadership Development Culture in Church Revitalizations 
by Don Sanders, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
dsanders766@students.sbts.edu 

Within the same research context as the previous presentation, this session will 
address how transforming the leadership development culture contributes to church 
revitalization. Both quantitative data and qualitative interviews with revitalization 
leaders contribute to the findings. Transferable principles for churches seeking to 
revitalize through these three domains will be presented. 
 

Room: Lake Nokomis 

Contextual Christian Education: An Inductive Approach to Christian Education  
by Clement Daniel, Fuller Theological Seminary, clementdaniel@fuller.edu  

Even as Christians in modern society, many of them have deviated from the holistic 
meaning of their vocation in relation to their faith and role in God’s kingdom. In his 
research, James W. Fowler uncovers the inseparable relationship between faith and 
vocation, and reveals truths about a vocation rooted in faith in God. For him, vocation 
is not simply work but the discovery and pursuit of one’s God-given purpose in life. 
This research on Fowler’s understanding of vocation will lead Christians to 
meaningful insight and beneficial resources in discovering the true, biblical meaning 
of one’s vocation in the kingdom of God. 
 
Modified Progressivism: A Balanced Approach for Christian Education   
by Lindsey Wilkerson, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
lindsey.wilkerson@graves.kyschools.us  

A modified version of progressivism that is valuable for Christian education will be 
presented.  The author explains a balanced approach to education that is both 
student-centered and content-centered from a Christian world-view. The article 
summarizes the progressive philosophy and its strengths and weaknesses for 
Christian education.  It also focuses on Lois LeBar’s work in the twentieth century to 
blend student-centered and content-centered education into what she refers to as 
“Word-Centered.” After looking at current practices in secular and Christian 
education, the author presents a method of instruction based on Wiggins and 
McTighe’s Understanding by Design unit planning framework. 
 

Room: LaFayette Bay 
 
Defining Resilience: A Biblical Perspective  by James Francis, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, james.e.francis305@gmail.com  

The Old and New Testaments describe the process of resilience. God purposefully 
assigns and allows adverse events for his people to face with joy. The testing and 
refining process is often arduous yet temporary. The result is a more refined, more 
mature believer who endures in a better state than they started. God produces the 
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character he desires in the believer. Concepts such as perseverance, endurance, and 
steadfastness are analogous to but not identical to the psychological concept of 
resilience. This presentation contends that defining biblical resilience provides for a 
focus on the development of mature, Godly character rather than a mere psychological 
adaptation to adversity. 

Evaluation of Impact of Discipleship on Practical Christian Living in Pastors’ 
Children by Olusola Ayo-Obiremi, Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary, 
solaayoobiteaches4Christ@gmail.com 

Christians have a mandate to shine as lights in the perverse world. Pastors/Ministers’ 
children grow in a ‘protected mode’ but they are as vulnerable as others. With 
opportunities of ‘discipleship on the go,’ family discipleship, formal, semiformal and 
other informal means of discipleship; which form of discipleship equips them better to 
be lights in the dark world? What is the impact of discipleship on Pastors’ children who 
are age 10 above? How can discipleship be tailored to help people live daily as 
Christians? This paper responds to these questions and others drawing from literature 
and responses of over 70 ministers’ children. 
 

Room: Excelsior Bay 

Sowing the Story: Narrative Identity and Emerging Adult Christian Formation 
by David Setran, Wheaton College, david.setran@wheaton.edu  

Faith is often disconnected from the process of identity formation taking place during 
emerging adulthood (ages 18-29). In order to foster spiritual formation, Christian 
educators can benefit from the insights of those writing about emerging adult 
“narrative identity,” the weaving together of past, present, and future experiences into 
a coherent life story. This presentation details some of the key insights of these 
theorists and articulates the need for emerging adults to form their own narrative 
identities with reference to the larger biblical story. It then offers a framework for how 
the biblical story can be “sown” into their narratives through ritual, rhetoric, roles, 
and relationships. 

A Qualitative Study Exploring Childhood Experiences Contributing to Christian 
Commitment in Young Adulthood  by Stacey Davis, Biola University, 
stacey.j.davis@biola.edu   

Childhood experiences are significant to adult spirituality. Understanding the 
influential experiences can assist Professors of Christian Education as they seek to 
empower the future children’s ministry workers. This session includes research from 
my dissertation seeking to understand how childhood experiences influence adult 
spirituality. Data for this research endeavor was collected in Fall 2018 through a 
qualitative research design. In-depth interviews and grounded theory were utilized on 
21 participants between 22 and 30 years old. Results from this study created seven 
themes revealing the childhood experiences that contribute to Christian commitment 
in young adulthood. 
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Professional Development Sessions  

Friday, October 18 @ 2:00—3:15pm and 3:30—4:45pm  

Room: Gray’s Bay 

Gen Z in the Classroom: Insights for Teaching the Next Generation,  
with Christy Hill, Grace College and Seminary, hillcm@grace.edu  
 
Generation Z is starting to attend college. This workshop will address some of the 
strengths and challenges that have been shaped into them as a generation. In order to 
facilitate their development of a biblical worldview, we will need to consider cultural 
trends that have formed presuppositions and underlying beliefs in them so that the 
message of Scripture can penetrate to these foundational levels. Christian higher 
education programs must recognize the unique mindsets that compete for their 
attention and the compelling values that have shaped their affections, so that the 
claims of Christ might be contextualized for their frame of reference. This workshop 
will seek to equip those in Christian higher education settings to be strategic in 
reaching this influential generation. 
 

Room: Wayzata Bay 

Delighted Teaching as Collaborative Investigation, with Donald Guthrie and 
Ahyuwani Akanet, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, dguthrie@tiu.edu 
 
In Psalm 111:2, the psalmist indicates that those who recognize the LORD as the 
maker of all things are delighted to investigate what the LORD has made. Such 
wholehearted exploration informs delighted teaching or ‘collaborative investigation 
leading to practiced wisdom for the sake of others.’ Discoveries are not meant to 
remain the ‘property’ of the explorers, because Christians are not the end of their own 
education. Rather, Christians steward whatever wisdom is gleaned to the glory of God 
and their neighbor’s flourishing. This seminar will discuss collaboration and other 
elements of delighted teaching. 
 

Room: Lake Calhoun 

Positioned to Engage: Equipping Students to Establish a Vision of Engagement 
and Discipleship within the Community, with Kevin Jones, Kentucky State 
University, Kevin.m.Jones@kysu.edu  
 
One must be spiritually prepared when engaging the world, and believers have the 
responsibility to prepare themselves for the task of reaching the lost. We should be 
like Paul: eager, obligated, and unashamed to share the Gospel to all people and 
should see our location as a strategic design from God to give us access to 
people.  Our location and relationships are simply opportunities to engage a secular 
society. Learn more about how to engage your community and increase Gospel 
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presence through the application of Biblical and culturally responsive engagement 
strategies. As Dr. Russell Moore has charged us, “The test to move forward will be, if 
we can engage the culture without losing the Gospel.”  
 

Room: Cook’s Bay 

He and She in Christ: Discipleship Implications from God’s Design, with Rick 
and Linda Reed, Heritage College and Seminary, lreed@heritagecs.edu  
  
A robust, biblical vision for discipleship will prepare Christians to live out their faith 
throughout the week through their callings and vocations.  Our callings and vocations 
as Christians are lived out as Christian men and Christian women.  How should the 
reality of being created as men and women inform and impact our approach to 
discipleship?  This workshop builds upon a Scriptural foundation, utilizing a diagram 
which seeks to integrate Scriptures for men and women.  Challenges for discipleship 
are identified, and Christ is exalted as the model for perfect role relationships. 
 

Room: Spring Park Bay 

Transformational Learning: A Philosophy of Learning for Christian Higher 
Education, with Barrett McRay, Laura Barwegen, David Setran, & Dan Hasse, 
Wheaton College, barrett.mccray@wheaton.edu 
 
For generations, "academic rigor" has been central to the language and idea of quality 
higher education. In this panel presentation, the members of the Christian Formation 
& Ministry department of Wheaton College will present an emerging model of 
integrated, holistic, Christ-centered education that emphasizes “transformational 
rigor” focused on developing academically grounded, spiritually maturing, and 
practically skilled graduates of our programs. 
 

Room: Lake Nokomis 

Academic Administrator as Christ-Centered Follower: Leadership Practice in 
Christian Higher Education, with Michael Wilder, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, mwilder@swbts.edu  
 
Academic administration calls for leadership marked by clarity, conviction, and 
creativity. It requires a keen understanding of institutional culture, along with a fierce 
commitment to shared leadership and mission fulfillment. The majority of academic 
administrators are well equipped in these ways; however, what is often missing in the 
leader’s portfolio is a right understanding that true Christian leadership is really 
Christ-centered followership. This change in perspective is refined by an examination 
of biblical leadership images which aids in not only solidifying the leader’s personal 
identity, but also provides a framework for higher education administrative practice.  
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Room: LaFayette Bay 

From the forthcoming book: The Learning Cycle: Insights for Faithful Teaching 
from the Neurosciences and Social Sciences, IVP, March 2020, with Duane 
Elmer, Wheaton College & Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, retired and Muriel 
Elmer, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, retired, Duane.elmer7@gmail.com 
 
The Learning Cycle is a model of what tends to happen to learners on their journey 
from the first encounter with a truth to where the learner values it enough to begin 
acting upon it.  As truth moves through five stages and merges into habit, the desired 
behavior changes will shape a person’s character.  Each learning stage is supported 
by neuroscience research and support from the social sciences.  Barriers to learning 
are explored. Finally, the authors suggest various learning tasks educators can use to 
enhance learning and strengthen commitment to Christ and His kingdom.    
 

Room: Excelsior Bay 

Applications of Current Mind, Brain, and Education Research in Higher 
Education, with Ken Coley, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
kColey@sebts.edu  
 
A significant number of advances in the arena of mind, brain, and education research 
in the 21st Century impact our field in numerous ways. These new insights illuminate 
the wisdom of biblical principles related to the teaching-learning process. Second, 
these insights can strengthen the durability of learning and memory of our students 
following instructional episodes. Third, as we demonstrate these new techniques, we 
will be providing our students with a model for training lay leaders in the local 
church. I will use numerous Active Learning Techniques in this seminar that have 
direct application to higher education and local church discipleship. 
 

Room: Lake Harriett 

Cultivating Community through Collective Impact For the Sake of the Gospel, 
with Jaison McCall, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
jmccall796@students.sbts.edu 
 
Though Christians have a responsibility of service, serving in non-ecclesial contexts 
can prove to be a challenge.  In instances when a shared belief system is absent from 
those in service together, Christians can utilize the principles of the collective impact 
phenomenon.  This presentation will be informative and relevant to Christian 
Education practitioners as they develop tactics and strategies for discipleship in the 
workplace while intentionally focusing on the secular/sacred divide. While sacred and 
secular organizations have their own institutional goals, this approach provides a 
method where the calling to make disciples remains at the forefront.  The call to mesh 
faith and works through a collective impact lens forces Christian leaders to identify 
commonalities and shared goals to build/sustain faith-based culture. 
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