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Welcome to St. Louis for the sixty-sixth annual meeting of the Society of Professors 
in Christian Education! Since it’s earliest beginnings in the mid twentieth 
century, this assembly of evangelical scholars and practitioners has been 

centrally concerned with how professors and stakeholders in the Christian 
Education disciplines can serve and impact the academy of Christian higher 

education with both faithfulness and effectiveness. This is precisely our focus as 
we gather this year. 

Christian higher education is not an end in itself. It is, however, a means to an 
ultimate end. That end is the expansion and enrichment of God’s kingdom. To 
the extent that Christian higher education establishes itself and operates with 

the proper ultimate end in mind, it will represent an indispensable quality and 
element of God’s church in the world, for the accomplishment of the Great 

Commission. To the extent that Christian higher education exists under the 
authority of Christ, unto the mission of Christ, and according to the eternal 
promise of Christ, it will faithfully testify to the hope of Christ. And this testimony 

will necessarily yield increases for the gospel and human flourishing. Christian 
higher education thus strives to be a uniquely redemptive provision of salt and 
light—in the world, for the world, according to the purposeful wisdom of God.  

Within the scope of these convictions, our hope and aim is that this conference 

would serve to deepen our motivations and sharpen our competencies as 
Christian educators, so that we would teach and lead with excellence in the 
academy. May it be so among us, for the glory of God alone.  

On behalf of the SPCE board, thank you for your presence and 

investment in this society. We are truly grateful for each one of 
you, and we have endeavored to make this a meaningful time for 
all. Enjoy the conference!  

John David Trentham, Ph.D. 
President 
Society of Professors in Christian Education 
spceonline.org 
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2018 SPCE Schedule 

DAY :  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2018 
2:00-5:00pm Registration & Exhibitions 

6:00-8:15pm Dinner and Plenary 1: 
“Teaching Christian 
Practices in Higher 
Education” 
Dr. Jim Wilhoit, 
Professor, Wheaton College

 

New Members’ Reception 

Visit Exhibitions 

8:15-9:00pm 

8:15-9:00pm 

9:00pm Free Time & Networking 

USO Hallway 

Grand Ballroom A, 
B, & C  

Main Ballroom

Grand Ballroom A, 
B, & C  

Various 
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DAY :  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2018 
7:00-8:00am 

8:15-8:30am Grand Ballroom A, 
B, & C  

8:45-
10:00am

Various 
See Page 13 

10:00-
10:15am 

10:15-
11:30am 

Various 
See Page 18

11:30-
11:45am 

Breakfast (on your own) 

Devotio:  SPCE Devotional 
Gathering 
Mark Maddix, Dean, Point 
Loma University

Current Research 
Presentations 1 

Break 

Current Research 
Presentations 2 

Break 
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11:45am-
1:15pm 

Lunch and Plenary 2: 
Dr. Jim Wilhoit, 
Professor, Wheaton College 

 & Dr. Sarah Miglio, Dean of
Curriculum 

“

” 

Grand Ballroom A, 
B, & C  

1:15-1:45pm BUSINESS MEETING Grand Ballroom A, 
B, & C  

1:45-2:00pm Break 

2:00-3:00pm Professional Development 1 Various 
Note:  All repeated 
at :15- 15pm
See Page 10

3:00-3:15pm Break 
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3:15-4:15pm Professional Development 2 Various 
Note:  All repeated from 
2:00-3:00pm

See Page 10

4:15-4:30pm Break 

4:30-5:30pm Plenary 3: 
Panel Discussion 
“Issues in Christian Higher 
Education”” 

• Dr. Chris Kiesling

• Dr. Kevin Lawson

• Dr. Mary Lowe

• Dr. Michael Wilder

Grand Ballroom A, 
B, & C  

5:30-9:00pm Dinner & Networking on 
Your Own 

A list of restaurants is 
available at the front desk 
and in your hotel room. 

8:00, 9:00, & 
10:00pm 

Fire & Light Show (Lake) 
Laser Light Show-Show 
(Grand Hall) 

Hotel 

9:30pm Free Time & Networking 

DAY :  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2018

7:30-8:30am 

8:45-9:45am

9:45-10:00am

Breakfast on your own  

Special panel 
discussion on writing 
and publishing

Break 
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10:00-11:30am Plenary 4: Grand Ballroom A, 
B, & C  2018 Scholarship Award 

Recognition

Dr. David Dockery 
President, Trinity International 
University 

“Leadership, Current 
Challenges, and the Future 
of Christian Higher 
Education” 
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Keynote Speakers 

James Wilhoit (Professor of Core Studies and 

Scripture Press Chair of Christian Formation & 

Ministry, Wheaton College) began his teaching 

career at Wheaton College in 1981.  His current 

focus in teaching is Christian Formation and 

Spirituality, and he currently holds the Scripture 

Press Chair in Christian Education. For his first 

thirty-five years he taught in the Christian 

Formation and Ministry Department, but in 2016 

his appointment was changed to Core Studies. His 

current research and writing concerns teaching the 

Bible and the role of mindfulness in Christian 

Formation. Wilhoit was the recipient of the 2012 

Warren S. Benson Lifetime Achievement Award from 

SPCE.  In his time away from school he enjoys doing 

things with his family, gardening and service in my 

church. 



Sarah Miglio (Dean of Curriculum and Advising and 

Assistant Professor of History, Wheaton College) 

combines the study of American culture and religion 

with modern Middle Eastern history during the 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries, seeking to write 

and teach globally situated history that explores the 

interactions of American history with the world. She is 

particularly interested in the intersections of private 

beliefs and public activism, exploring a network of 

religious social activists identified as “Practical 

Christians,” who shared a commitment to non-

sectarian Christian cooperation and the exercise of 

Christian Citizenship in order to reform their 

neighborhoods, their nation, and the world. 
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David S. Dockery (President, Trinity 

International University) was unanimously 
elected on February 28, 2014 as the 15th president 
at TIU and is now serving in his 23rd year as a 

university President, first at Union and now at 
Trinity.  Highly regarded as one of the outstanding 

leaders and senior statesmen in the world of 
Christian higher education, Dockery served as 
president of Union University (Tennessee) for 

nearly two decades during his transformational 
presidency the enrollment more than doubled, the 

net assets of the institution more than tripled, and 
the campus was transformed, and Union vaulted 
to a place of national leadership in Christian 

higher education.  In his first year at Trinity, 
Dockery led work on a new strategic plan called 
"Heritage and Hope: Trinity 2023" which the Board 

of Regents passed unanimously on February 27, 
2015.  Dockery has served as Chair of the Board of Directors for the Council 

for Christian Colleges and Universities.  He also served as Chair for 
the Consortium for Global Education and on the boards of Christianity Today 
International and the Tennessee Independent Colleges and Universities 

Association, among other local and national entities.  
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this session, Timothy will help you to develop assignments and approaches in 

your classes to equip students to develop authentic community by viewing 
their context as their classroom. 

“Christian Education 
Engaging the Whole 

Campus” 

Jim Wilhoit, Laura Barwegen, 
and Dan Haase 
Wheaton College Christian 
Formation & Ministry Dept. Faculty 

Midway 7 

Christian Education departments on Christian College campuses provide more 
than degrees for students, but have the opportunity to influence all aspects of 
campus life. This session will share with others ways that one Christian 

Formation and Ministry department partnered with others across campus to 
provide a foundation in spiritual formation to department, program, and 

campus-wide initiatives. 

The Professor's Puzzle Michael Lawson 
aka “Grandpa Mike” 
Dallas Theological Seminary 

Midway 8 

A truly interactive seminar about life in the Academy. Come help select which 
issues to explore. We could investigate such things as: Chilling Case Studies; 
Improving Lessons One at a Time; Getting Students to Read their Least 

Favorite Chapter; Defining our Task to Improve Learning; or any issue raised 
in The Professor’s Puzzle. Links to top tier resources and a free book (not mine) 

will be provided. 

“Teaching Internationally” Clair Allen Budd 
Asbury University 

Midway 9 

The world is shrinking – opportunities for travel and teaching internationally 

continue to increase. This session intends to inspire and equip SPCE members 
for such experiences. Colleagues who have taught internationally are invited 
to collaborate and learn from one another on the variety of experiences, 

challenges faced, educational contexts, economic realities, travel and housing, 
while also informing and inspiring interested (perhaps, younger) members of 

the society to pursue such endeavors. 
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“Spiritual formation in 
administration: Is that an 
oxymoron?"

Chris Keisling 
Asbury Seminary 

Switchman 
Room 

Christian Educators, with their high regard for personhood and interest in the 
formation of students, frequently get thrust into positions of administration 
that have the reputation of being black holes that suck the life out of 
professors. This professional development seminar offers ways that 
administration can be spiritually formative and the exercise of a spiritual gift 
on behalf of a faith community if we have eyes to see and are thankful to the 
task. Participants will be invited to contribute to collective wisdom encouraging 
others called to carry an administrative mantle for a season. 

“A New Paradigm for 
Christian Higher Education:  
An Ecology of Faith and 
Learning” 

Mary Lowe 
Liberty University 

Midway 10 

A new paradigm of Christian higher education allows us to integrate faith 
and learning in a way that reflects one’s ecosystem. An ecology of learning 
helps us make connections and interconnections with learning across the 
developmental process, including how we grow and develop intellectually, 
socially, spiritually, and across all the dimensions of whole-person 
development. The educational experience is no less an integrative dynamic 
than any other part of a person’s ecosystem. What students learn in the 
classroom influences relationships elsewhere in a manner that is multi-
directional and integrative. 
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Current Research Presentations 1 

Friday, October 26 @ 8:45-10:00am 

Title 
Presenter 
Institution 

Abstract 

M
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 “Theological Views of 
Children and Their 
Impact on Ministry 
Approaches:  Five 
Traditions” 

Kevin Lawson 
Talbot School of 
Theology 

This session presents an overview of five theological 
traditions (i.e., Orthodox, Catholic, Lutheran, 
Reformed, Baptist) in their understanding of issues 
regarding infants and children and the ministry 
efforts that tend to flow from those beliefs.  It 
highlights areas of common ground and distinctive 

aspects due to the theological orientation and 
commitments of each tradition.   Finally, it suggests 
issues needing further theological reflection and 
explores areas where we may be challenged to think 
more carefully and clearly about our ministry 
efforts with the children in our congregations.

“Breakout Ministry:  
How Transformational 
Leaders Align the 
Practices of 
Organizational Change 
with Ministry Values” 

Mike Severe 
Taylor University 

Transformational change in ministry is driven by 
aligning the organization’s core values and 
philosophy of ministry. Many pastors and youth 
pastors find it difficult to connect structural and 
ministry changes to a well-reasoned theological 
framework. Communities of practice and expert 
practitioners provide a clear window into effective 
change and organizational development procedures 
within the local church. This study performed semi-
structured qualitative interviews with all Network 
leaders participating in the Illinois National 
Network of Youth Ministry and key ministries that 
have experienced significant effectiveness after 
periods of stagnation. Tools, policies, and best 
practices that promote philosophical and 
theological alignment will be presented as well as 
suggestions for further study. 
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 “The Effects of Argu-
mentative Writing on 
Evangelism Confi-
dence and Practice” 

Gentry Sutton 
Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University 

This presentation will examine how argumentative 
writing skills improve evangelistic-apologetic 
confidence. The presenter, a Christian College 
writing instructor, tested three presuppositions in 
a “faith and writing” undergraduate course: (1) that 
argumentative writing about matters of faith would 
improve critical thinking about one’s faith, (2) that 
improved critical thinking would lead to greater 
confidence about sharing the gospel, and (3) that 
greater confidence about sharing the faith would 



lead students into more frequent evangelism. 
Participants in the research reported not only 
significantly higher levels of confidence in 
evangelism but also more frequent attempts to 
share the gospel.

“Dialog Education” 

Daniel Hasse 
Wheaton College 

When implemented, Dialogue Education™ offers a 
system of teaching and learning that moves beyond 
lecture into interactive engagement. This 
presentation will highlight some of the principles 
and practices within this dialogical approach to 
teaching while also demonstrating some of the 
methodological techniques within this system of 
learning. Attention will be given to the nature of 
transformational education in light of the following 
elements: the learner, the community, the content, 
the context, and the role of the Holy Spirit. 

M
id

w
a
y
 7

 “Knowledge without 
College:  An Innovative 
Model for Christian 
Ministry Preparation.” 

Sharon W. Short 
Crown College 

The formidable expense of Christian higher 
education prompts exploration of alternative ways 
to prepare people for Christian ministry leadership. 
A potential solution lies in the stunning abundance 
of academic content now available without cost on 
the Internet. However, students who pursue an 
education through these free resources discover 
that online content alone fails to supply five 
essential components of effective instruction: 
motivation, interaction, participation, evaluation, 
and certification of achievement. This presentation 
proposes a model for Christian ministry 
preparation that takes full advantage of free online 
content while compensating for these five deficits. 
Participants will be invited to offer evaluative 
feedback. 

“Collaboration Among 
Higher Education 
Institutions to Identify 
and Equip Future 
Missionary Educators” 

Young Woon Lee 
America Evangelical 
University 

This study examines issues of diaspora missions 
and future models of collaboration for possible 
partnership among more Christian Institutions of 
Higher Education. This research suggests that the 
use of mission conferences identify and inspire 
future candidates to serve as educators in mission 
fields. The Torch Mission Center hosts the annual 
Diaspora Conferences for members of the Korean 
diaspora, starting from 2011 up to 2018, 
recognizing the need to engender commitments 
from future Christian leaders, equipping them for 
service, and with the intentional involvement with 
the Korean churches. The Biblical Education by 
Extension Korea and Torch Trinity Graduate 
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University have faithfully supported these mission 
conferences.
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 “Bridging the Divide 

between the Curricular 
and the Co-Curricular” 

Jennifer Kintner 
The Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission 

Although research has shown a positive correlation 
between students’ involvement in the co-curricular 
and their epistemological development, a historic 
divide exists between faculty and student affairs 
personnel. Since biblical knowing is united, not 
fragmented, epistemology can help bridge the gap 
by providing a foundation that can foster work with 
students both inside and outside of the classroom. 
This paper will examine how a biblical under-
standing of knowing motivates those in higher 
education to help students develop more into the 
image of Jesus Christ in thoughts, loves, and 
actions. 

“Practical Applications 
of Neuroscience and 
Spiritual Formation” 

Laura Barwegen 
Wheaton College 

Research in Neuroscience continues to influence 
our understanding of spiritual formation and 
practical theology. This session will present recent 
research in neuroscience and then discuss how it 
directly affects our spiritual practice, growth in 
Christlikeness, and pneumatology. 
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s “Developing Authentic 
Leaders in the Church: 
An Ecological 
Approach” 

Donald Sanders 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

 
 

This article argues for the use of Bronfenbrenner’s 
bioecological development theory as a framework 
for developing authentic church leaders. The first 
section overviews the components of authentic 
leadership (self-awareness, relational 
transparency, balanced processing, and 
internalized moral perspective). The second section 
examines four facets of the bioecological theory that 
can directly influence authentic leadership 
development (process, person, contexts, and time). 
The final section suggests four potential methods 
church leaders can implement for authentic 
leadership development. Ultimately, viewing 
authentic leadership development through the lens 
of bioecological theory offers promising possibilities 
of abating the leadership crisis with a generation of 
authentic leaders. 

“A Review of Bible 
Software and Digital 
Libraries” 

This review makes the case that professors, 
pastors, ministers, and students of the Bible need 
a Bible software integrated with a digital library to 
study and teach the word of God effectively and 
efficiently in this digital world. Additionally, Bible 
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Nishanth Thomas 
Talbot School of 
Theology 

colleges can tremendously benefit from integrating 
Bible software throughout the institution at 
comparably affordable prices.  It briefly analyzes 
multiple Bible programs currently in the market 
and concludes with the claim (based on evidence 
from multiple sources) that two programs top the 
list. Out of these two programs, the researcher 
strongly recommends one for both personal and 
institutional adoption.

M
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 The twenty-first century professoriate is faced with 

accommodating the coexistence of both residential 
and online learning. For many colleges and their 
students, online education has become a practical 
reality. Faculty enthusiasm toward the new 
modality continues to lag behind that of students 
and administrators. Advancements in faculty 
training have addressed skill development, but not 
the contextualization of faculty beliefs about 
teaching and learning. Drawing from a dissertation 
literature review, this presentation will identify 
common faculty apprehensions about online 
teaching and learning, including perceived 
theological incompatibilities. Suggestions for 
leading and guiding faculty will be offered. 

Classical Christian schools are thriving in the 
United States and one area of distinction is related 
to pedagogy and the use of rote memorization. 
Many educators have long expressed disdain for the 
use of rote memorization in learning. This paper 
argues for a reassessment of certain pedagogical 
practices in light of a classical Christian approach 
to education and recent empirical research. Though 
neither widely nor historically accepted as 
legitimate pedagogy an emphasis on rote 
memorization techniques for learning Latin in the 
elementary grades of select classical Christian 
schools does correspond with research-based 
principles of learning supported by cognitive 
psychology. 
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“What Classical 
Christian Schools 
Could Teach Jean 
Piaget” 

Chase Tolliver Austin 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

Doctoral student

“Hesitant to Teach 
Online:  Understanding 
Faculty Motivations 
and Concerns about 
Online Teaching and 
Learning” 

Shawn Lindsay 
Ozark Christian College 
Talbot School of 
Theology 

Doctoral student

Doctoral student
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 “Racial Reconciliation 

in Multi-Ethnic 
Baptist Church Plants 
in Kentucky:  a Multi-
Case Study” 

Job Juarez 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

In today’s American society conversations about racial 
resolution are everywhere. Evangelical churches react to 
the racial reconciliation frenzy with theological 
explorations often deprived of a pragmatic layout to 
materialize it.  In response, this research seeks to explore 
the applicability, if any, of Lev Vygotsky’s Social 
Development Theory, as a vehicle for churches to pursue 
racial reconciliation. This presentation reviews 
components of Vygotsky’s Social Development Theory: 
the social formation of personhood, the dual creation of 
inner speech, and symbiotic internalization. This 
presentation proposes that sustained racially-diverse 
contact must be pursued as the foundation for answers 
to the individual and systemic problems of racial divide. 
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Current Research Presentations 2  

Friday, October 26 @ 10:15-11:30am 

Title 
Presenter 
Institution 

Abstract 

M
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 “How Catechetical 
Classes in Calvin’s 
Geneva Provided the 
Template for Early 
Forms of Sunday 

School” 

Timothy Paul Jones 
The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary 

A conventional understanding of the origins of 
Sunday School has been that Sunday Schools 
emerged as a means of teaching illiterate factory-
employed children to read and that Sundays were 
selected due to Sunday being a day on which 
children were not employed. This paper pro-vides a 

more comprehensive perspective. Sunday 
catecheticcal classes that began in Reformed 
churches, and later in the Church of England, in 
the sixteenth century pro-vided the template for 
eighteenth-century Sunday Schools. The paper 
concludes with an examination of the practical 
implications of this pattern for urban ministry with 
children and youth today.

“Survey/Summary 
Significance of the 
Posthumous Work of 
James E. Loder titled 
Educational Ministry in 
the Logic of the Spirit"

Dana R. Wright 

In 2001 James Loder, the Mary Synnott Professor 
of the Philosophy of Christian Education at 
Princeton Seminary, died before he could publish 
his long-anticipated book Educational Ministry in 
the Logic of the Spirit. Now in 2018, the fully edited 
version of this book has been released through 
Cascade Books. Dana Wright, the editor, will argue 
that Loder’s vision for what Christian education 
could and should be in the power of the Spirit is 
still ahead of its time and warrants a critical 
engagement by practical theo-logians, Christian 
educators, pastors, and scholars working at the 
frontier of the science-theology dialogue.
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 “Losing Our Joy:  The 
Impact of Fear on 
Student Ministries” 

Mark Cannister 
Gordon College

Reports of teenagers dropping out of the church, 
claims of church membership declining, and the 
increase of those who claim no religious affiliation 

has created a storyline of fear, which has become 
the mantra of ministry in the church to youth and 
families. But are the anxieties valid? Has our 
ecclesial response to these reports been healthy? 
This paper analyzes the recent research that has 
caused a seismic shift in the values of youth 
ministry.
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“Help Your Students 
Put on Their ‘God 
Glasses’” 

Lisa Bernier 
Grand Canyon 
University 

Many students enrolling in Christian colleges have 
grown up in Christian education, but do they really 
have a Biblical worldview? The noise of the 
entertainment of the world and even in many 
Christian churches has drowned the call of holy 
living. Over the summer, during the entire month 
of May, several of our education students have 
been teaching English in two Christian schools in 
West Timor, Indonesia. The forma-tion of a true 
Biblical world-view in the college students through 
this has the potential to influence many others with 
the Gospel. And, they return with “God glasses.” 
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 “Spiritual Factors 
Affecting Church 
Growth in the Florida 
and Kentucky 
Conferences of the 
United Methodist 
Church” 

Jessica Neely 
Asbury University 

This explanatory mixed-methods study 
examined the impact of organizational 

spirituality on church growth in 108 United 
Methodist Churches. Quantitative results 
indicated that organizational spirituality and 

spiritual leader-ship predicted church growth.  
Comparing churches in the upper and lower 
quadrants of church growth highlighted 

differences between growing and declining 
churches, which were expanded in qualitative 

findings. Churches scoring high in church 
growth and organiza-tional spirituality differed 
from churches that scored low in the spiritual 

core, spiritual leader-ship, and specific church 
characteristics. Mixed methods analysis 
indicated that three elements impacted church 

growth: leaders’ rather than pastors’ inner 
spirituality, spiritual leadership, and growth 

characteristics.  

“Clergy Education and 
the Development of 
Emotional Intelligence:  
An Analysis of United 
Methodist Clergy in 
Kentucky” 

Douglas White & 

Matthew Kimmons 
University of 
Charleston 

Research on the emotional intelligence of United 
Methodist clergy in the Kentucky Annual Confer-
ence is being conducted utilizing the EQi 2.0 
Assessment by Multi-Health Systems. Nearly 
twenty percent of active clergy have been assessed 
thus far.  Several trends are becoming evident, of 
note are those clergy persons who have engaged in 
graduate level theological education (MDiv) and 
those who have not.  This research seeks to add to 
the scholarly dialogue on understanding the 
impact of theological education in the formation of 
clergy leadership.
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matthewkimmons@ 
ucwv.edu 
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 “Evaluating Knowing 
and Reasoning in 
College for Use in 
Christian Higher 
Education” 

Erin Shaw 

Cedarville University 

Marcia B. Baxter Magolda is an educator and 
researcher who pioneered a study on cognitive 
development at Miami University. Her study 
simultaneously considered the perspectives that 
both genders have on development. This paper will 
critically evaluate Baxter Magolda’s cognitive 
developmental theory as presented in Knowing and 
Reasoning in College for its potential use in 
Christian higher education. This paper utilizes 
John David Trentham’s principle of inverse 
consistency as a precedent to reorient Baxter 
Magolda’s model to one consistent with a Christian 
worldview. This paper will also present points of 
application specific to assisting college-aged 
women develop as mature learners. 

“Exploring the Biblical 
Community Behaviors 
of Women Engaging 
with Facebook” 

Micah Nave

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

The perception of women, what they believe works 
on social media, and their personal practices of 
biblical community when posting on Facebook 
revealed new and unexpected insights. This study 
opened questions on corporate verses private 
biblical community and unleashed a string of 
questions on the validity of social media for biblical 
community. So then, how do we embrace social 
media in a healthy and biblical way? Come and find 
out what is next to help others practically living out 
biblical community in a social media world. 
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s “The Double 

Consciousness of 
Blackness and 
Christianity:  Toward 
a Biblical Intersection-
ality” 

Jaison K. D. McCall 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

This research uniquely aims to introduce a biblical 
intersectionality approach and propose its usage in 
reconciling the double consciousness of the Black 
Christian.  Related to Christian Education, this 
research informs issues associated with Christian 
identity development, redemptive formation, and 
vocational preparation among black Christian 
students.  Though Du Bois’ double consciousness 
relates to Black Americans, this concept also takes 
root in the Black Christian experience.  The unique 
history of African Americans aids in Black 
Christians feeling a part of and apart from their 
faith.  A biblical approach to intersectionality 
provides an understanding and appreciation of the 
complexity of the lived experience.

“Evaluating Christian 
Discipleship through 
the Lens of Moral 
Development:  
Revisiting Kohlberg” 

Brian C. Legg 
The Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary 

Specifically related to the field of Christian 
Education, this research proposes an integrationist 
approach and serves to measure and evaluate 
Christian discipleship effectiveness via the lens of 
Kohlberg’s theory of moral development. While 
Scripture does not overtly describe a systematic 
theory of moral development, it does provide a 
framework for developing a moral compass. A 
biblical approach to integrating secular 
psychologies, such as Kohlberg, provides a pathway 
where the complexity of discipleship efforts in 
Christian education may be concisely measured and 
adjusted in order to increase effectiveness. 
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 The intent of this original study was to investigate 

the teleological priorities of Christian higher 
education. In a historical overview, four epochs 
emerged with different defining features. Based on 
these epochs, an original scale was developed to 
place different institutional priorities. Each 
participating school in the Christian College 
Consortium was placed on the scale based on a 
text-based study of its literature and an interview 
with a representative.  In mission statements, there 
is an even spread of typological holism. However, 
when looking at each college, different institutions 
lean in certain directions. In the subsequent 
interviews, the ideals and purposes follow closely 
with the institutional leanings found in the text-
based portion of the study. 

Research reports that thirty to sixty percent of 
young adults spiritually decline and disengage 
from the church. With this in mind, it is important 
to seek the validity of that statement, determine 
potential factors that relate to this decline, and 
investigate the decline among students attending 
public colleges versus private colleges. This study 
explored the confidence in Christian beliefs among 
college seniors and recent graduates when they 
entered college as compared to their current 
confidence in Christian beliefs. Secondly, this 
study explored factors relating to the spiritual 
decline among college students.
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 “Incorporating 
Resilience and 
Developmental 
Learning Theories in 
Christian Formation” 

James Francis 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

There has been little exploration between the 
concept of resilience and Christian formation. 
Steve Fortosis proposed a developmental growth 
model that initially focused on the stagnation of 
new believers during spiritual development. This 
paper integrates the developmental theories of Lev 
Vygotsky's intellectual development model and 
James Marcia’s ego identity theory. New believers 
are challenged to engage in a commitment to faith 
nurtured through social embeddedness within the 

Christian community. This participation is likely to 
lead to a new believer’s increased internal stability, 
expansion of their capacity for resilience, and 
spiritual maturity. Therefore, there is a circular 
relationship between Christian formation and 
resilience. 
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“The Decline of 
Christian Beliefs 
among College 
Students” 

Grady Adkins 
Josh Swindall
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

Doctoral candidates

“What is Christian 
Higher Education For?  
An Assessment of 
Teleological Priorities 
at Selected Liberal Arts 
Institutions” 

Alex Sosler 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

Doctoral candidate

Doctoral student

mailto:jswindall@gmail.com


“A Critique of the 
Modern Concept of 
Adolescence Based on 
the biblical Concept of 
Young Adulthood” 

Donglyul Lee 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

G. Stanley Hall coined the term “adolescence” and
interpreted the biological and emotional changes of
adolescence in a negative way— “storm and stress.”
Since Hall, many scholars have studied
adolescents and have formed the concept of
adolescence. Many Christian have accepted the
concept of adolescence without clear recognition of
its exact origin and philosophical foundations. Are
the assumptions contained in the concept of
adolescence, however, consistent with the biblical
perspective of young people? How has the modern
concept of adolescence developed and affected
adolescents’ identities? From these research
questions, the researcher set the thesis statement:
the negative concept of adolescence deviate from
the biblical concept of young adulthood.
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 With a changing population, Christian education 
must consider the perspectives of those who have 
been marginalized by our institutions, professional 
societies, and disciplines. The presentation 
provides an overview of postcolonial studies and 
how they have changed the scope of theological and 
biblical studies, leading to intellectual innovation 
and the inclusion of racially and ethnically 
minoritized scholars and perspectives. We focus on 
the impact of postcolonial studies on the field of 
Christian Education by sketching out a way 
forward for future studies in field. Ultimately, we 
hope to help our colleagues rethink the theory and 
practice of Christian education in a changing 
society. 

“Competencies and 
Characteristics of 
Ministers in the 
Changing Ministry 
Field” 

Hyun Joo Oh Torch 

Trinity Graduate 
University, Korea 

Kyungwha Hong 
Torch Trinity Graduate 
University, Korea 

This study aimed to investigate the characteristics 
and competencies needed for ministers who serve 
in today’s changing ministry so that seminary 
education can improve. For this, mixed research 
methods were employed. A total of 222 seminary 
graduates and ministers participated in an online 
survey and six senior pastors participated in in-
depth interviews. Based on the ratings of 
competencies and open-ended questions from the 
survey questionnaire and interview data, three 
themes recur. They are “spirituality,” “Christlike 
character,” and “practical and field-centered 
education.” These themes apply to both 
characteristics and competencies for ministers as 
well as improvement for seminary education. An 
interdisciplinary approach was suggested to 
improve seminary education. 
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“Postcolonial Studies 
and the Future of 
Christian Education” 

Mark Maddix 
Point Loma Nazarene 
University 

Benjamin Espinoza 
Michigan State 
University 

Doctoral candidate
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